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safe free and independent trade, such as was carried on by the late
French East India Company, whether it be carried on by them as
individuals or as a company. Little difficulty can occur in the
execution of this article because the actual possession by France anterior
to the present war will ascertain the limits of what is to be restored;
and their present condition, the state in which such restoration is to
be made, and the trade carried on by the French East India Company
from the year 1763 will abundantly explain the nature oi that free
commerce which it is the object of the present article to secure to the
subjects of France. And, if the French Governors or Commanders shall
be desirous of establishing any regulations, from an apprehension of
future interruptions to their commerce, it is our wish that you may
settle such stipulations on this subject as will evince our sincere
intention to secure to France the full effect of this article, and remove
all occasions of dispute between the two countries.
[3] You will observe the express stipulation that Chandernagore
shall be surrounded .by a ditch for the purpose of carrying oft the wateis.
By this stipulation no intention is entertained on the part of France to
erect a fortification or to introduce a force which can give just cause of
alarm to our Government, the intended establishment being entirely
commercial; but the object of this engagement is to prevent disputes of
the nature of those which have existed in Bengal; and for this purpose
we direct that you will, in the most amicable manner, take the proper
measures, in concert with the French Commander or Chief at Chander-
nagore, to ascertain the extent and form of the proposed ditch so as
effectually to answer the purpose expressed in the treaty, without bearing
that appearance of a fortification which may alarm the jealousy of our
Government, and excite again those dissensions which have before
prevailed between -the two nations.
[4] By the i4th article, Pondicherry and Karrical are to be restored
to France. As far as this article stipulates a restitution (in their present
condition) of what France possessed before the commencement of the war
no difference can possibly arise. In addition to this simple restitution His
Britannic Majesty has engaged to procure, to serve as a dependency round
Pondicherry, the two districts of Villenour and Bahour, and as a
dependency round Karrical, the four contiguous magans. We therefore
direct that you employ your good offices effectually to procure these
cessions from Mahomed Aly, the Nabob of the Carnatic, and from the
King of Tanjore; and as the safety of the territories of these iprinces must
depend on the protection afforded by the English arms against their more
powerful neighbours we doubt not but you will obtain their consent to
give France possession of these additional dependencies at the same time
when Pondicherry and Karrical shall be restored. Of what these cessions
are to consist is perfectly understood between the two Courts; and to
prevent disputes in India we inform you that Villenour and Bahour include
eighty villages, and the four magans, contiguous to Karrical, eighty-one
villages; the names and description of which, with the amount of the
revenues, we have extracted from the Memorial of Monsieur Dupleix;